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About myself 

• Started at ISWS in 2006 
• Generated Flood Profiles for FEMA’s Map 

Modernization Project 
• Graduated in 2008 from University of Illinois 
• Began processing LOMRs in 2010 



Topics to be covered 

• Illinois LOMR Delegation Program 
• Types of Map Changes 
• MT-2 (LOMR/CLOMR) Forms 
• MT-2 (LOMR/CLOMR) Process Overview 
• Questions 



Illinois LOMR Delegation 

• Illinois State Water Survey began reviewing 
LOMR/CLOMR applications September 1, 2010 

• Illinois one of only 3 statewide participants in 
the LOMR Delegation Program 

• LOMR/CLOMR requests are now sent directly 
to the Illinois State Water Survey for review 



Illinois LOMR Delegation 

Illinois State Water Survey 
Attn: Chris Hanstad 
2204 Griffith Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820 
 

• LOMR/CLOMR review at ISWS follows same 
review and regulatory procedures as 
LOMR/CLOMR review at FEMA and/or 
contractors  



Letters of Map Change (LOMC) 

• A LOMC is a letter that reflects an official 
revision to the NFIP map 

• LOMCs are issued in place of physical revisions 
and republications of the NFIP map 

• LOMCs supersede the published NFIP map for 
the revision area  

• Published map panel and FIS + LOMCs = 
Effective Data for communities 
 
 
 

 



Letters of Map Change (LOMC) 

• The NFIP map is a graphical depiction (SFHA) 
of flood risk data 

• The depiction is driven by engineering data 
 
 
 

 



Letters of Map Change (LOMC) 
• Map Changes that establish or 

revise the location of a structure 
or property in relation to SFHA are 
MT-1 Map Changes 

• Map Changes that establish or 
revise the engineering data that 
drives the SFHA depiction are   
MT-2 Map Changes 
 
 
 

 



Types of LOMCs 

• MT-1 Requests (Not processed by ISWS) 
– Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) 
– Conditional Letter of Map Amendment (CLOMA) 
– Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) 
– Conditional Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill 

(CLOMR-F) 
• Does not result in a change to Flood Insurance 

Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Insurance Study 
(FIS) data 
 
 

 



Types of Map Changes 

• MT-2 Requests 
– Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 
– Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) 

• Processed by ISWS 
• Requirements from NFIP Regulation 44 (CFR) 

Ch. 1 Parts 60, 65, and 72 
 
 

 



Types of Map Changes 

• Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 
– An official letter issued to communities by FEMA 

that revises the effective data shown on the 
community’s Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
and/or Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 

– Do not result in republication of FIRM and/or FIS 
unless the revision size exceeds pre-determined 
limits 

 



Types of Map Changes 



Types of Map Changes 



Types of Map Changes 

• Physical Map Revision (PMR) 
– Unlike LOMRs, PMRs republish FIRM panels and 

FIS. 
– ISWS will perform technical review of data and 

FEMA will issue an official letter stating that the 
study has been approved and will be mapped 
when FEMA funds the mapping project 

 



Types of Map Changes 

• Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) 
– FEMA’s comment of the impacts of a potential 

project.  Helps to ensure the project is compliant 
with NFIP regulation prior to construction 

– Does not result in map change until follow-up 
LOMR is issued 

– Not a “Permit” 



When is a CLOMR required? 
• 44 CFR 65.12 states: 
  
 When a community proposes to permit encroachments upon the 

floodplain when a regulatory floodway has not been adopted or to 
permit encroachments upon an adopted regulatory floodway which 
will cause base flood elevation increases in excess of…(0.00 ft in 
floodway) and/or [0.1 ft in floodplain]…the community shall apply 
to the Administrator for conditional approval of such actions prior to 
permitting the encroachments to occur… 

 
• Some communities may require a CLOMR when FEMA does not 
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When is a LOMR required? 

• 44 CFR 65.3 states:  
  
 A community’s base flood elevations may increase or decrease resulting 

from physical changes affecting flooding conditions.  As soon as 
practicable but not later than six months after the date such information 
becomes available, a community shall notify the Administrator of the 
changes by submitting technical or scientific data in accordance with this 
part… 

• Required following CLOMR  



MT-2 Forms 

• Required for all LOMR and CLOMR requests 
• Helps request become compliant with CFR 

Parts 60, 65, and 72  
• Describes data requirements for request 
• Helps applicant organize submittal 
• Forces community involvement early on in 

the revision process 
 
 
 

 
 



MT-2 Form 1 

• MT-2 Form 1 “Overview and Concurrence” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



MT-2 Form 1 

• Include community information, flood zones 
affected, flooding source, reason for request 

• Signatures from community officials and 
professional engineer. 

• Fee amount if applicable 
• Fees generally apply to requests that involve man-

made changes in the SFHA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



MT-2 Form 2  

 
 



MT-2 Form 2  

• MT-2 Form 2 “Riverine Hydrology & Hydraulics” 
- Hydrologic methodology 
- Hydraulic methodology 
- Topographic workmap 
- Help to ensure request has met technical 

requirements  
- Common regulations requirement  

 
 

 



MT-2 Form Instructions  

• MT-2 Instructions offer guidance for using the 
forms. 

• Provide explanations of regulatory requirements 
• Sample templates for property owner 

notifications 
 

 



Additional Items 

• Project Narrative 
– Describe project 
– Discuss what effective data was available and how it 

was obtained 
– Discuss modeling methodology 
– Discuss any modeling discrepancies or errors 

• State Approval (IDNR-OWR concurrence) 
– For floodway revisions, include IDNR-OWR floodway 

permit and IDNR-OWR floodway revision concurrence 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• ISWS formally acknowledges case received 
– Informs requestor of case number 
– Provides requestor contact information 

• ISWS performs initial technical review 
– Takes inventory of data submitted 
– Drafts Additional Data Request Letter  

 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• Goals of initial technical review 
– Understand project or proposed project 
– Gather all effective data impacted by request 
– Determine which communities are impacted by 

request and if they acknowledged request 
– Determine impacts to FIRM/FIS; BFE increases? 

Floodway Revision? 
– Determine if all regulatory requirements have 

been satisfied 
 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• ISWS formally requests additional data 
– Includes summary of data items required to 

continue processing the request 
– Applicant has 90 days to fully respond to AD 

letter; after 90 days case suspended 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• ISWS performs detailed technical review 
– Review of methodology  
– Comparison of models 
– Comparison of modeled widths to mapped widths 

should be within 5% of mapping scale 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• Goals of detailed technical review: 
– Approve the hydrologic and hydraulic analyses for 

final processing of revision 
– Summarize the final changes/ proposed changes 

to effective FIRM/FIS  
– Ensure that all final changes have fulfilled the 

necessary regulatory requirements 
 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• ISWS drafts determination documents 
• ISWS drafts revised FIRM panels, flood profile, 

FIS tables, etc. 
– LOMR/CLOMR documents are reviewed internally 





MT-2 Process Overview 



MT-2 Process Overview 

• Draft LOMR/CLOMR send to FEMA for approval 
– ISWS responds to comments prior to approval 

• LOMR/CLOMR issued 
– Generally cases become effective either 30, 90, or 120 

days after the issue date of LOMR 
– Some cases become effective on the issue date if 

property owners accept changes 
– PMRs are not assigned an effective date until the 

mapping project has been completed 
 



Questions? 
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