
 

Year Floodplain 

Manager of the 

Year 

Outstanding 

Service 

Stormwater 

Management 

Mitigation Journalism or 

Public Education 

Legislation Lifetime 

Achievement 

1988 Mike Klitzke 

(Wheeling) 

(No Award) (No Award) Peoria County Daily Herald J. Thompson 

L. Daniels 

P. Phillips 

(No Award) 

1989 NIPC H. Poertner (No Award) River Grove Daily Herald (No Award) (No Award) 

1990 Don Hey Neil Fulton  

(IDOT) 

Butterfield Creek 

Steering 

Committee 

Thebes J Crawford 

(ChicagoTribune) 

(No Award) (No Award) 

1991 Plainfield & J 

Gibbons, Will 

County 

David Schein 

(FEMA) 

(No Award) CRS Task Force D. Silverman 

(Chicago Tribune) 

Cook County 

Municipal 

Conference 

(No Award) 

1992 8 CRS 

communities 

Rich Roths  

(IDNR) 

(No Award) Des Plaines (No Award) (No Award) (No Award) 

1993 4 CRS 

communities 

Mike Klitzke 

(Wheeling) 

Chicago Botanical 

Gardens 

South Holland (No Award) (No Award) (No Award) 

1994 5 CRS 

communities 

Karen Kabbes 

(IDNR) 

(No Award) FEMA Region V, 

IDNR/OWR, & 

IEMA 

Southtown 

Economist 

(No Award) (No Award) 

1995 Karen Hensley 

(Hancock County) 

French Wetmore NIPC (No Award) Highland Park 

Lakefront Task 

Force 

Doug 

Plansencia & 

Rebecca Quinn 

(ASFPM) 

(No Award) 

1996 Rita Krashaar 

(Calhoun County) 

Brad Brink DuPage County & 

SMC 

NIPC Chicago Tribune (No Award) (No Award) 

1997 SSBOA, BOCA, 

& Village of 

Shorewood 

Susan Vancil  

(Lake County) 

(No Award) Des Plaines, S. 

Holland & Mt. 

Prospect 

(No Award) Gov. Edgar 
 

(No Award) 

 

        



YEAR FPM OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE 
STORMWATER 

MGT 
MITIGATION 

 
JOURNALISM 

PUBLIC EDU 
LEGISLATION 

 
LIFETIME 

1998 Adams County 

Highway Dept. 

Mary Lu Wetmore The Conservation 

Foundation 

Jan Horton  

(IEMA) 

The Press 

Addison Edition 

Will County 

Land Use Dept. 

French Wetmore 

 

1999 Vince Parisi Paul Osman 

Sally McConkey 

Cleighton Smith 

Metro East 

Stormwater 

Committee 

DuPage County & 

City of Ottawa 

Dennis Dreher (No Award) Phil Peters 

2000 South Suburban 

Mayors and 

Managers 

(No Award) (No Award) IMAG & Gene 

Anderson (Marion) 

Susan Vancil 

(Lake County) 

(No Award) Gilbert White 

2001 College Park Vince Parisi 

(FEMA) 

City of Moline (No Award) PORTA High 

School 

(Petersburg) 

Kane County James Lee Witt 

2002 Diane Gallagher 

(E. Dubuque) 

Ron Davis   

(IEMA) 

South Suburban 

Mayors and 

Managers 

E. Stuart Richter 

(Whiteside County) 

(No Award) (No Award) Mike Klitzke 

(Wheeling) 

2003 Ray Nees 

DuPage County 

Don Glondys Kane Co. Lake Co. South Suburban 

Mayors and Mgrs. 

(No Award) Mike Buckley 

Matt Miller 

Linda Mele 

2004 Bud Peters 

(Watseka) 

Paul Osman (No Award) Kane County Sarah Shipley (St. 

Louis Post) 

(No Award) Jan Horton 

2005 Fred Block (South 

Holland) 

Scott Cofoid 

(Utica) 

Kay Whitlock Palatine Park Forest (No Award) Special 

mapping award 

given to John 

McLaughlin 

David Schein 

 

2006 

 

 

Jennifer Hughes 

(Lincolnshire) 

Rich Slevin 

(CSC Corp.) 

 

Mike Fruth (metro 

east stormwater) 

Scott Goldstein 

(metropolitan water 

council) 

Linda Wheeland 

(Sangamon Co.) 

Chicago 

Wilderness 

Senator Haine Christopher 

Burke 

        



YEAR FPM OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE 
STORMWATER 

MGT 
MITIGATION 

 
JOURNALISM 

PUBLIC EDU 
LEGISLATION 

 
LIFETIME 

2007 Mike Prough 

(Jersey County) 

Sally McConkey 

ISWS 

Gary Jereb 

IDNR/OWR 

City of Grafton (No Award) (No Award) Larry Larson 

2008 Jeff Denny & 

Twyla Waring  

(Alexander Co.) 

Mark Hoskins 
Brian Eber 

(Rockford) 

City of Elgin (No Award) (No Award) 
Lou Sidell 

2009 Greg Thorpe 

(Rock Island Co)/ 

Jersey County 

Zoning Dept. 

E. Stuart Richter 

(Whiteside Co.) 

 

Tri-County 

Regional Planning 

Commission 

 

City of Lisle 

 

SCARCE 

 

(No Award) 
 

Don Vonnahme 

2010 Andrew Braun 

(Peoria County) 

Jennifer 

Maercklein 

(Newsletter Editor) 

Village of 

Frankfort 

Russel “Rusty” 

Rickert (FEMA) 

Terry Hillig (St. 

Louis Post 

Dispatch) 

Rep. Elaine 

Nekritz 
(No Award) 

2011 Mike Stufin    

(City of Ottawa) 

Paul Osman 

(special service  

award) 

Village of 

Montgomery 

City of Machesney 

Park 

Ottawa Delivered (No Award) 
Rich Roths 

2012 Chad Murray 

(City of 

Metropolis) 

Hank DeHaan 

Matt Hunn 

(USACE) 

Dundee Township Southern IL 

University -   

Natural Hazards 

Research Group 

Village of South 

Holland 

(No Award) 
(No Award) 

2013 Lake County 

SMC 

Sarah Harbaugh 
DuPage County 

Stormwater 

Management 

City of Champaign River Action 

(Quad Cities) 

(No Award) 
Pat Glithero 

2014 Mary Lu Kalsted 

(Lisle) 

Bob Mack    

(Cook County) 

Matt Wahl    

(Peoria County) 

Darren Olsen Molly O’Toole Harriet Festing 

Hal Sprague 

(CNT) 

(No Award) 
(No Award) 

2015 Dallas Alley     

(St. Clair Co.) 

Amanda Flegel 

(ISWS) 

V3 Natural 

Resources Div. 

City of Wood Dale Mary Mitros 

(DuPage County 

IL Sen Sue 

Rezin 
Sally McConkey 

2016 Thom Webster 

(Watseka) 

Loren Wobig 
City of Rockford Paul Miller   

(Dekalb County) 

WUIS NPR Ill (No Award) 
(No Award) 

  



 

YEAR FPM OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE 
STORMWATER 

MGT 
MITIGATION 

 
JOURNALISM 

PUBLIC EDU 
LEGISLATION 

 
FRENCH AND 

MARY LU 

WETMORE 

AWARD FOR 

LIFETIME 

ACHIEVEMENT * 

2017 Doug Moslehi 

(Rock Island Co.) 

Matt Wahl    

(Peoria County) 

Rain Ready 

Program 

Vil. of Oquawka 

City of Keithsburg 

Anthony 

Heddleston 

(USACE) 

IL Rep Kelly 

Cassidy 

IL Sen Heather 

Steans 

Paul Osman 

2018 Marilyn Sucoe 

(IDNR) 

Shauna Urlacher 
City of St. Charles Jon Duddles      

(Des Plaines) 

WBEZ MWRD 
P. Kay Whitlock 

2019 City of Ottawa Mike Sutfin 

(Ottawa) 

Downers Grove Jeff Denny 

(Alexander Co.) 

Rob Moore 

(NRDC) 

Rep. Bennett 
Matt Wahl 

2020 Cindy Cregmiles 

(Jersey Co.) 

Erik Gil 
Glenview Elmhurst Patrick O’Connell 

(Chicago Tribune) 

(No Award) 
(No Award) 

2021 JoAnna Colletti 

(McHenry Co.) 

Adam Blumstein 
Bensenville DuPage County (No Award) (No Award) 

(No Award) 

2022 Paul Kruse  

(South Elgin) 

Steve Altman 

(IDNR) 

MWRD Kristie DeBrun 

(IDNR) 

(No Award) (No Award) 
Molly O’Toole 

2023   
    

 

2024   
    

 

2025   
    

 

2026   
    

 

 

*In 2018, the “Lifetime Achievement Award” was renamed “The French and Mary Lu Wetmore Award for Lifetime Achievement”  
  


