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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE 

AN EXPERT* ?  

*DONôT WE ALL?  
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

DOCKET 

FOCUS: WATER RESOURCES EXPERTS 
 

Å!b 9·t9w¢Ω{ wh[9 ς ¢I9 р ²Ω{ 
 

Å THE ATTORNEY RELATIONSHIP  
 
Å LITIGATION PROCESS 
 
Å CASE STUDIES 
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTôS ROLE - THE 5 WôS 

²I¸ΧΦΦL{ !b 9·t9w¢ b99595Κ   
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 ΧΦh¦¢/ha9 L{ [LY9[¸Κ 
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FIVE QUESTIONS WITH MANY ANSWERS 
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE: 
WHY IS AN EXPERT NEEDED? 

ENGINEERED 
PROJECT 

BUILT AND OPERATES 
WITHOUT INCIDENT 

STRUCTURAL 
FAILURE 

OPERATIONAL 
FAILURE 

THE CALCULUS OF PROJECT ENGINEERING  

PERCEIVED FAILURE ! 

LITIGATION  

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:  
WHO IS AN EXPERT?  

DESIGN ENGINEER = 
MANDATORY  

ά59C9b5!b¢ 9·t9w¢έ 

SUCCESSFUL WATER RESOURCES PROJECT! 

DESIGN ENGINEER 

DEFAULT FAILURE ! 

INDEPENDENT ENGINEER = 
VOLUNTARY  

άt[!Lb¢LCC 9·t9w¢έ 
LITIGATION  

DAMAGES 
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:   
WHAT ATTRIBUTES MAKE A GOOD 

EXPERT 

ATTRIBUTES OF AN EXPERT   

Å TECHNICALLY COMPETENT IN FIELD OF EXPERTISE 
 

Å EXPERIENCED 
 

Å UNIQUELY QUALIFIED 
 

Å BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF DRAINAGE LAW 
 

Å BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF LEGAL PROCESSES 
 

Å ABILITY TO SIMPLIFY COMPLEX ISSUES 
 
Å CALM SPIRIT 

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:   
WHAT SERVICES WILL BE RENDERED 

 
Å Review existing data 
Å Advise legal counsel/client  
Å Prepare and obtain approval for scope  
Å Complete inspection & field work, if applicable 
Å Prepare independent analysis 
Å Provide written opinion, report or affidavit 
Å Expert testimony 

 
 

 
* Be careful! 

 
ÅReview original design documentation 
ÅCoordinate with client/management 
ÅAdvise legal counsel/insurance company  

ÅReview plaintiff expert opinion 
ÅProvide opinion, report or affidavit 
ÅExpert testimony 

PLAINTIFF EXPERT SERVICES*  DEFENDANT EXPERT SERVICES 

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:   
WHAT SERVICES WILL BE RENDERED 

PLAINTIFF EXPERT SERVICES   

 
Å DO IT RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING 

 
Å ¸ƻǳ ƎŜǘ άǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭέ 

Å Do not commit via phone or discussion 
 

Å Representation by counsel is often not sufficient to make 
decision; άƛŦ ƛǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƛǘŜΗέ  
 

Å Get paid to perform preliminary evaluation; i.e. retainer 
 

Å Make decision for involvement based on your evaluation 
 

 

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:   
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT? 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 

Å HIRED GUN STIGMA 
 

Å OPPOSING COUNSEL BELIEVES YOUR LYING 
 

Å YOUR CLIENT THINKS YOUR LYING 
 

Å YOU ARE OVERPAID!  
 

Å HUGE DELAYS 
 

Å APPEALS, APPEALS, APPEALS 
 

Å CHANGE IN JUDGES 
 

Å SLEEPING JURISTS 
 

Å EVERYONE THINKS ST. VENANT WAS THE 
tht9Ω{ !5±L{hw 
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE:   
WHAT OUTCOME IS LIKELY?  

RESULTS OF YOUR EXPERT SERVICES 

PLAINTIFF EXPERT 
 
Å INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 
Å REMUNERATION FOR DAMAGES 

 
Å ADDITIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 
 

DEFENDANT EXPERT 
 
Å VERIFICATION OF DESIGN 

 
Å INTACT FIRM REPUTATION 
  

 
 

Å IF ERROR DISCOVERED ς 
RESOLUTION TO MITIGATE 
DAMAGES 

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE: 
WHERE WILL YOUR SERVICES  BE 

APPLIED? 

Å OFFICE 
 

Å FIELD (inspections by judges !) 
 

Å HEARINGS 
 

Å DEPOSITIONS 
 

Å MEDIATION 
 

Å COURTROOM 
  

EXPERT SERVICES KNOW NO BOUNDARIES 

http://www.illinoisfloods.org/index.html
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE: 
WHEN WILL YOU BE CALLED UPON 

TO BE AN EXPERT? 

 
THEN SOONER OR LATER YOU WILL 
άYbh²έ  

GET READY TO BE A EXPERT 

5h ¸h¦ΧΧΧΚ 

PLAN 

DESIGN REVIEW 

INSPECT INVESTIGATE EVALUATE 

ά[L¢LD!¢9έ 
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SO YOU THINK YOUôRE AN EXPERT ? 

AN EXPERTS ROLE: 
WHEN YOU ARE CALLED TO BE AN 

EXPERT 

TIPS FOR TESTIMONY  

ÅPREPARE, PREPARE, PREPARE ! 
 
ÅKNOW YOUR MATERIAL 
 
Å5hbΩ¢ w!a.[9 ς BE DIRECT 
 
ÅBE SIMPLE 
 
Å5hbΩ¢ .9 !wD¦a9b¢!¢L±9 
 
ÅASK QUESTIONS FOR CLARIFICATION 
 
Å5hbΩ¢ hCC9w !b¸¢ILbD ¦bb9/9{{!w¸ 
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