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Overview 

 Promoting Flood Mitigation Action  

• Risk MAP Vision 

• Community Mitigation Meeting Pilot Program 

• Risk MAP Discovery Process and Non-Regulatory Products 

• Hazard Mitigation Plans 

• Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants 
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Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning 
(Risk MAP) 

 Risk MAP Vision – Not just deliver maps, but 

• collaborate with State and local entities 

• deliver quality data  

• increase public awareness and  

• leads to action that reduces risk to life and property. 

 

+  
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FEMA Individual and Public 
Assistance, Illinois 

Notable Events: 

 Great Flood of 1993 ($259 million-Individual  

and Public Assistance) 

 1996 Northern Illinois Flooding ($159 million) 

 1997 Flooding in Cook County ($72 million) 

 2008 Midwest Floods ($102 million) 

 2010 Northern Illinois Flood ($406 million) 

 2013 Northern Illinois Flood ($226 million) 
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Recovery Assistance 
State/Other Federal Agencies 
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 Region V and State partners proactively 

initiated Pilot Program to engage 

communities in discussions about risk 

reducing activities 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
FEMA Region V Community 
Mitigation Meeting Pilot Program 
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Community Mitigation Meetings - IL 
 

 Illinois 

• 24 Cook County Communities 

• 10 Lake County Communities 

• 1 Will County Community 

• 1 Winnebago County Community 

 

 Selected communities: 

• Showed potential to pursue  

 mitigation 

• High levels of disaster recovery  

 funds from FEMA 
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Community Engagement 

Pre-Meeting Interview 

Discuss  and  document 
mitigation needs 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Meeting 

Identify potential 
mitigation actions and 
implementation steps 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify potential 
technical support 
Mitigation Action 
Documentation 

  

  

 

 

 

Pilot Close, Mitigation 
Action Support, if 

applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitigation Action 
Scoping and 

Implementation 
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Pilot Mitigation Action Support 
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FEMA Region V Community 
Mitigation Meeting Pilot Program 

 Successes 

• FEMA awareness and documentation of community needs and 

successes 
 

• Increased community and agency collaboration 

 Dialogues with local agencies regarding funding 
 

• Increased awareness of flood risk among community officials  
 

• Training and education support for communities 

 Increased awareness of FEMA and local funding opportunities 

 Improved engagement of residents to support them in efforts to 

reduce personal property flood risk 

 Potential mitigation action concepts identified 
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FEMA Region V Community 
Mitigation Meeting Pilot Program 
 Challenges 

• Funding roadblocks 

• Capacity/personnel limitations 

• Short timeframe 

• Level of detail, support in data 
 

 More aligned with communities that need: 

• Data gaps filled 

• Collaboration assistance 

• Planning support 
 

 These discussions better suited to occur during Risk 

MAP Discovery process to drive data development and 

planning discussions. 
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Risk MAP Project Timeline 
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Discovery Watersheds in Illinois 

Watersheds 

• Cache River 

• Chicago River 

• Des Plaines 

• Lower Rock 

• Lower Wabash 

• Middle Wabash 

• Saline River 

• Upper Fox 

• Upper Sangamon 

 

Upcoming Discovery 

• Lower Fox 
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Risk MAP 
Watershed Discovery Goals 
 Identify Mapping Needs 

• Pre-Zone A study to help drive discussion in un-modernized 

areas 

• Where and why does community want a new study? 

• What level of detail? 

• What data can community leverage for study? 

• FEMA facilitation data: 

• Draft Discovery MAP 

 

 Identify Mitigation Needs 

• Supports communities within the watershed to develop a 

vision for the watershed’s future  

• Discuss HMP and potential mitigation actions 

• Similar to Community Mitigation Meeting 

• Draft Discovery Report discussed 
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Risk MAP 
Watershed Discovery Data 

 Data and information gathered during the Discovery 

process will be used to: 

• determine that a flood risk project should be initiated  

• identify technical assistance for hazard mitigation planning 

• determine which flood risk products would be developed 

• plan a communication strategy to increase flood risk awareness 

among communities in the watershed.  

 If a flood risk project is initiated, flood risk products 

include regulatory and potentially non-regulatory 

products 
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Traditional products are: 

• regulatory  

• subject to statutory due-process 

requirements 

Regulatory 
Program Products 

DFIRM Database 

Traditional Regulatory Products 
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Non-Regulatory  
Flood Risk Products & Datasets 
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Flood Risk Datasets 

 Summarize information captured through Discovery and 

subsequent analysis in Flood Risk Database 

 

 Ability to visualize and analyze data  GIS 

 

 Base Flood Risk Datasets can include: 

• Area of Mitigation Interest 

• Changes Since Last FIRM 

• Flood Depth and Analysis Grids 

• Flood Risk Assessment Data 
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FEMA Flood Map Service Center 

https://msc.fema.gov/ 



20 

ILLINOISFLOODMAPS.ORG 
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Area of Mitigation Interest 

What does 

AoMI show? 

 

Spatial data points 

Identifying: 

 

Flood Risk Issues 

Flood Impact Areas 
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Changes Since Last FIRM 

What does 

CSLF show? 

 

Changes between the 

Preliminary and effective  

FIRMS: 

Floodplain Boundary 

Flood Zone 

Floodway 
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Flood Depth and Analysis Grids 

What do 

the grids show? 

 

Flood depths, water 

Surface elevations, and 

Probability of flooding at 

Any single point within 

The SFHA 
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Flood Risk Assessment 

What do 

FRA show? 

 

Flood risk exposure and 

Damage estimates in an 

Area including: 

 

Physical Damage 

Economic Loss 

Social Impacts 



 

Hazard Mitigation Plans  

and the 

Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant 

Program 
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Local Hazard Mitigation Plans 
 More than 60 of Illinois’ 102 

counties have approved and/or 

adopted plans. 
 

 Most of the urban counties in 

state have plans—more than 

80% of the state’s population is 

covered by a plan. 
 

 Numerous counties—Lake, 

Winnebago, Peoria, St. Clair, 

Rock Island County and others 

have undertaken numerous 

mitigation projects consistent 

with their plans. 
 

 Several cities with their own 

plans—Glenview, Des Plaines, 

and Chicago have undertaken 

their own mitigation projects. 
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 Applicants 

• Must have a FEMA 

approved State or Tribal 

(Standard or Enhanced)  

Mitigation Plan 

 Subapplicants 

• HMGP - Must have a 

FEMA-approved local 

mitigation plan at time 

of project obligation 

• PDM/FMA - Must have 

a FEMA-approved local 

mitigation plan at time 

of application deadline 

and project award 

Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Requirement 
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Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
Grant Programs 
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 HMGP = post-

disaster program 

 

 PDM & FMA = annual, 
subject to Congressional 

appropriations 

 

Funding Availability 
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Eligible Applicants 
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Eligible Subapplicants 
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Eligible Activities 
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Eligible Activities Continued 
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HMA Program Guidance 

www.fema.gov 
 

Search:  Hazard Mitigation Assistance Guidance 

http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-2/increased-cost-compliance-coverage
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Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) 
• FY 2016: $90 million available 

• $575,000 set-aside for States and Tribes 

• Project and Planning grants 

• Period of Performance: 3 years 

• Cost share 25% 

• Program priorities: planning, non-flood projects 
 

 A FEMA-approved local mitigation plan must be in effect at time 

of application deadline and at time of award for project 

applications. 
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Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) 
   

• $199 million available funding 

• Project grants and Planning grants for flood hazard 

portion of Mitigation Plan 

• Period of Performance: 3 years 

• Cost share 25%, reduced for Repetitive Loss and 

Severe Rep Loss structures 

• Structures must carry flood insurance 

• Program priorities: SRL and Rep Loss 
 

 A FEMA-approved local mitigation plan must be in effect at                 

time of application deadline and at time of award for project      

applications. 
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FMA – Severe Repetitive Loss 
(100% Fed) 

 A severe repetitive loss property is a structure that: 

 (a) Is NFIP-insured, and  

 (b) Has incurred flood related damage –  

(i) For which 4 or more separate claims payments (includes 

building and contents) have been made, with each 

exceeding $5,000 

 or  

(ii) For which at least 2 separate claims payments (includes 

only building) have been made under such coverage, with 

the cumulative amount of such claims exceeding              

the market value of the insured structure  
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FMA – Repetitive Loss (90% Fed) 

 A repetitive loss property is a structure covered by a 

contract for flood insurance made available under the 

NFIP that: 

(a) Has incurred flood-related damage on 2 occasions, in 

which the cost of the repair, on the average, equaled or 

exceeded 25 percent of the market value of the structure at 

the time of each such flood event  

 and  

(b) At the time of the second incidence of flood-related 

damage, the contract for flood insurance contains 

increased cost of compliance coverage  
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PDM / FMA Timeline 

• Application period opens:  

- March 15, 2016 

• Application period closes: 

- June 15, 2016 

• Anticipated funding selection date: 

- August 30, 2016 

• Anticipated award: 

- Fall 2016 
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PDM/FMA – Applying 
• Sub-applicant deadline: varies by State 

• PDM Applicants limited to 18 sub-applications, maximum of 8 projects 

- not all sub-applications will be submitted to FEMA 

• Only eligible and complete sub-applications will be considered 

• Contact your State Hazard Mitigation Officer 

• Tribal Applicants – contact FEMA 
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Buyout and Relocation Program 

 According to the Illinois State Hazard Mitigation Plan 

approximately 3,800 flood prone structures have 

been removed, relocated, or elevated since 1993. 

 This mitigation of flood prone property has cost 

roughly $200 million dollars. 

 Since 2013 the State has continued buyout and 

relocation-- in communities with severe flooding 

issues and in communities property prices are high. 

• City of Des Plaines 

• Village of Glenview 

• Village of Lisle 

• Unincorporated DuPage and Lake Counties. 
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Final Thoughts 

 Appreciate that mitigation 

takes a long time 

• Communities like to talk 

about mitigation concepts, 

but sometimes don’t know 

what to do next 

• Early and often coordination 

and outreach can help plan 

• Track leverage data and 

damages 

 HMP 

• HMP helps document needs, 

should be comprehensive, 

regularly updated 

• Use HMP for internal 

discussions and 

collaboration with other 

stakeholders 

 HMA Grants 

• Look for training in advance 

of grant cycle 

• Track damage data and 

need for future opportunities 
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Questions 


