
 Van Vlissingen Prairie / Marian R. Byrnes Natural Area 
Chicago Park District (Park 562) 

Wetland Restoration & Eco-Recreation 
IAFSM 2016 

      
 
  





Calumet Open Space Properties 

Van Vlissingen Prairie 

Big Marsh 

Indian Ridge Marsh 

Hegewisch Marsh 



Regional Context 

3/4 Mile 



~ 130 Acres 

Local Context 

A. Finkl 



1938 Aerial 2013 Aerial 

Slag 

Site History 



Site History 

• 1979: Marian R. Byrnes, a local resident, formed the Committee to 
Protect the Prairie to block plans by the CTA to build a bus garage over 
half of the site.  Wetlands were identified on the site. 
 

• 2000: 17 acres donated to City of Chicago related to Jewel/commercial 
development to the north.  North mounds constructed. 
 

• 2001: 128 acres donated to City of Chicago by Belt Railway as partial 
wetland mitigation for a Section 404 permit for another Belt Railway 
property.  Small areas of high quality wetland were transplanted to 
VVP. 
 

• 2004: Chicago Department of Environment developed concept 
restoration plans.  Not pursued due to a lack of funding. 
 

• 2010:  ComEd 100’ easement/construction of transmission towers  
 

• 2011:  Property transferred to Chicago Park District. 
 
 

 



103rd 

95th 

Jewel 

• Site is divided into woodland,  
wetland and prairie  
 

• Aligns with limits of slag 
 

• 44 acres of emergent & wet prairie 
wetland 
 

• Phragmites is dominant wetland 
vegetation 
 

• Woodlands developed on mixed fill 
material 
 

 
 

 

Site Vegetation 

Meadow 

Prairie 



Develop site into an asset for the community and surrounding region via: 
 

1. Habitat restoration 
 
2. Environmental remediation 
 
3. Eco-recreation 
 
3. Establishing connections to nearby open spaces 
 
4. Incorporating nature art components 
 

The Site Today 
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Entry prairie at the southeast corner 

Site Photographs 
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Looking towards 103rd Street Bridge 

Site Photographs 
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Portion of woodland cleared of understory and buckthorn 

Site Photographs 
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Woodland ponds 

Site Photographs 
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Woodland pond and low mounds 

Site Photographs 
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View from northern mound looking northwest 

Site Photographs 



Site Photographs 

Walking up north mound 
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Panorama from northern mound looking southwest 

Site Photographs 
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Panorama from northern mound looking south 

Site Photographs 



Site Photographs 

Wetland-prairie transition 



Site Photographs 

Stable wetland hydrology 



Site Photographs 

Prairie vegetation on slag 
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Panorama looking south along ComEd access road 
View all the way to 103rd Street  
 

Site Photographs 
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ComEd access road and tower 

Site Photographs 



Wetland/Habitat  
Restoration Concepts 

-Remove/Control Invasive Species 

-Establish native vegetation based on 
hydrology and soils 



Restored Deep Marsh 

Existing Deep Marsh 

Deep Marsh 

Wetland Restoration 

Shallow Marsh/Wet Prairie 



Restored Woodland 

Existing Woodland 

Woodland 

Woodland Restoration 



Restored Wet Prairie 

Existing Wet Prairie 

Wet Prairie 

Wet Prairie / Shallow Marsh Restoration 



Recreation Concepts 



• Provide elements for all ages. 

103rd 

Jewel 

97th 

98th 

99th 

100th 

101st 

102nd 

30% Concept Park Plan (Altamanu) 
Design Goals 
• Create a park residents can enjoy and be proud of! 

• Develop a beautiful environment in which to  
        experience nature and play. 

• Keep it safe! 

• Bring users through the meadows, woods, ponds, 
wetland, and prairie. 

• Balance recreation and restoration. 



Passive Elements 
Parking Lot 
 
Trails 
• Asphalt / multi-use 
• Woodland path 
• Boardwalks 
 
Woodland Allee 

 
Woodland Ponds 
 
Sledding Hill / Mound 
 
Seating 

 
Art 

 
 



103rd 

Jewel 

97th 

98th 

99th 

100th 

101st 

102nd 

Trail System 

Boardwalks 

Wooden Path (Mulched) 

Multi-use Path (Asphalt) 



103rd 

Jewel 

97th 

98th 

99th 

100th 

101st 

102nd 

Trail System – Woodland Allee 

• Supplement to the trail system 



Woodland Allee 

Allee Gateway Sculptures 

In Spring In Autumn 

Allee in Summer 

• Easy to lose direction in woods. 
 
• Allee provides a safe, clear, + direct corridor. 
 
• Event space? 

 
• Spectacular views! 

 



Woodland Ponds 

Potential woodland pond 

Existing pond 

Sculptures 

Plan 

Ponds 



Sled Hill / Mound 

Silbury Hill, England • Sled hill and overlook mound 
 

• 20’ high, flat-topped dome shape 
 

Potential reinterpretation 

103rd 

102nd 



Active Elements 
Community Gardens 
 
Nature Play 
• For ages 2-5 
• For ages 5-12 
• Climbing boulders 
• Zip line 

 
Obstacle Course 
 
Woodland Stage 
 
Multi-use Path 

 
 



Project Status 

• Woodland clearing conducted by Park District in 
2014 
 

• Boom spraying of Phragmites started in 2014 and is 
ongoing. 
 

• Prescribed burns to be conducted Spring or Fall 
2016.  Very difficult site to burn. 
 

• Habitat Restoration Plans completed in March 2016, 
including parking lot and limited hiking trails 
 

• Habitat restoration, hiking trails and parking lot 
construction to commence in 2016. 
 

 
 

 



Boom Spraying of Phragmites 









Chicago Park District Vision: A place for… 

Play 

Discovery Repose 

Nature 



 QUESTIONS?   

 
  


