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The Elevation Certificate



What About The Date??

FEMA's new Elevation Certificate (EC) was approved for use, 
effective March 16, 2009, through March 31, 2012.  

The new EC will be phased in on a voluntary basis until March 31, 
2010. 

Existing (older) Elevation Certificates may be used until 
March 31, 2010. 

Elevations certified on or after April 1, 2010, must be 
submitted on the new form.



Section A
What’s New

Identify whether the enclosure, crawlspace, or garage 
has engineered flood openings. 

Two new Building Diagrams have been added: 

1. The new Diagram 1B is for raised-slab-on-grade 
or slab-on-stem-wall-with-fill single- and 
multiple-floor buildings. 

1. The new Diagram 9 is for all buildings (other 
than split-level) elevated on a subgrade
crawlspace. 



Section A – Property Information

Background information on 
the property….NOT you.



Section A- Property Information 
Photo Requirements 



Section A – Property Information 
Building Diagram









Section A- Property Information 
Crawlspaces



Crawlspaces

Interior above grade? 

or 

Interior below grade?



Section A – Property Information 
Openings



Technical 
Bulletin #1

www.FEMA.gov

Search window:
Technical Bulletin 1

http://www.fema.gov/


Any enclosed area must be flow 
thru



Watch the vents!  
“standard vents” are only 42 sq. in.



Section A – Property Information 
Engin-nerd Vents?

All Engineered 
Openings must 
have an ICC-ES 
Evaluation Report



Section B – Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) Information



Flood Studies and Maps



Section B – Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) Information



Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM)

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 
Water Surface elevation (in feet) of the 
base flood at specific locations

Elevation Reference Marks (RM) 
Points for which ground elevation data have been
established and recorded on the FIRM

Flood Hazard Zones.      
Zone A, Zone A1–A30, and 
Zone AE – 100-year or base flood     

Zone B - 500 – year flood.            

Zone C or X – All other areas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most common map is the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).
The FIRM has a wealth of information:
*The base (or 100-year) flood elevation
*Elevation reference marks
*Flood zones
*A
*B
*C



Flood Insurance Study 
(FIS)



Flood Profile in the a Flood 
Insurance Study (FIS)

Flood Profile



BFEs in Unnumbered 
(unstudied) floodplains

Illinois State Water Survey
Highway Engineer BFEs
Engineering study
BFEs in Approximate A Zones Booklet



Section C – Building 
Elevation Information



Diagram #1 – Slab on Grade

HAG
LAGLow floor

Next higher floor?



Diagram #2 - Basement

LAGHAG



Diagram #3 – Split level walkout



Diagram #4 – Split level with 
basement



Diagram #5 – Elevated on piers



Diagram #6 – Piers with enclosed 
area below



Diagram # 7 - Fully enclosed lower area



Diagram #8 and #9 – Crawlspaces 
(above grade crawl and below grade crawls)



Deck elevation?

Section C(h) now captures the lowest 
adjacent grade at lowest elevation of deck 
or stairs, including structural support. 
This information is required if the EC is 
being used to support a request for a 
LOMA or LOMR-F. 



Section D – Surveyor Certification



Surveyor Certification

In Illinois, only land surveyors are authorized 
by law to provide elevation information.

Under Illinois law, 225 ILCS 330/5, Practice of 
Land Surveying Defined, it is spelled out what 
type of work must be performed by a 
Professional Land Surveyor. 

IL Professional Land Surveyors Association 



Section E – Building Information 
(Zone AO and A)



Last Page – Building Photos

Required for new insurance policies!!!

Take a picture at each elevation point.  Mark photos on a 
drawing.  Avoid having to go back for more pictures!



Copies of the Elevation Certificate

Download from:
http://www.fema.gov/

or
simply go to www.FEMA.gov and 

search “elevation certificate”

http://www.fema.gov/


FEMA Technical Bulletins and 
References

TB 1 - Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of Enclosures 

TB 2 - Flood Damage-Resistant Materials Requirements 

TB 3 - Non-Residential Floodproofing -- Requirements and Certification 

TB 4 - Elevator Installation

TB 6 - Below-Grade Parking Requirements 

TB 7 - Wet Floodproofing Requirements 

TB 10 - Ensuring that Structures Built on Fill In or Near Special Flood 
Hazard Areas are Reasonably Safe From Flooding 

TB 11 - Crawlspace Construction for Buildings Located in Special Flood 
Hazard Areas

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1579
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1580
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1716
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1717
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1719
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1720
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1723
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1723
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1724
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1724


Questions



Paul Osman
Manager, Statewide Floodplain Programs 

Illinois Office of  Water  Resources
One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702 

(217) 782-4428            paul.osman@illinois.gov
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