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Spring 2011 Flooding 

• Heavy precip across UMR 

 

• Cairo – mandatory 

    evacuation/Highway 3 closed 

 

• May 3 - levee breach  

– 5 known breaches on Lens  

    Small Levee system 
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Deciding that something must be done! 

• How did SIUC get  

    involved? 

 

• July 5 Public Meeting 

– Over 500 people! 

 

 



Deciding that something must be done! 

• Individual household 
meetings 

 

• Community survey 

 

 



Taking the first steps… 

• FEMA Hazard Mitigation Application 
– Property acquisitions & home elevations 

 

• Create Community Planning Team 
– Strategic Vision 

 

• State and Federal  

    Partners Meeting 
– Oct 22, 2011 

 

 



Progress 

• FEMA is working on our application 

 

• Land Agreement  

– Hopefully DCEO funding 

 

• Funding from the Walton Family Foundation 

– Disaster Tour 

– Design Charette 

 



Disaster Tour 

• March 3-6, 2012 

 

• Community planning 
team 

 

• Toured: Greensburg, KS; 
Joplin, MO; Valmeyer, IL 

 



Struggles 

• Politics. 

 

• Displaced persons & “plucking” of the 
population 

 

• Timing 

 

• Politics. 

 

 

 

 



Lessons Learned Thus Far 

• TIMING IS KEY 

 

• Our initial approach… 

 

• We are not urban planners  

– But we make it happen! 

 

 

 



Interested in the project? 



Questions 

Beth Ellison 
Southern Illinois University – Carbondale 

(618)453-7349 
Beth.ellison@siu.edu 


