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What is a 
LOMR? • Letter of Map Revision (LOMR)

• “…A letter from FEMA officially revising 
the current NFIP map to show changes 
to floodplains, regulatory floodways, or 
flood elevations.”
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• Physical Change to Map

• For Proposed Projects typically 
predicated by a Conditional LOMR 
(CLOMR) to receive permit

• Typically requested due to 
construction/fill in the SFHA and No-
Rise Analysis unsuccessful

What is a LOMR? (cont.)
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What is a LOMR? (cont.)
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MT- 2 
Package 
Submittal

• $8,000 Fee

• Community 
Signature

90-
Days

Review Letter 
(Redlines)

90-
Days

Revised 
Submittal / 
Additional 

Data

90-
Days

Accepted 
Application

• Publish/Mail 
Public Notice

90-
Days

Final 
Determination 

Letter

• Timeline
• Variable

• 6 – 12+ months 

Analysis 

& 

Reports



Case Study 1:
Trains Trains 
Trains



• Extent
• Linear Project – Line Expansion

• ~7 Miles

• Two Counties

• Impacts
• Riverine

• AE, A

• Coastal
• VE, AE, AO

• CLOMR
• Accepted – One Application

• Project Constructed

Overview
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• Coastal
• Wave Height Analysis for Flood 

Insurance Studies (WHAFIS)
• Inland Wave Height

• CHAMP 2.0
• Zone Limits

• RUNUP 2.0, TAW, SPM
• Wave Runup (Wave Break)

Quick Technical Summary
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• Riverine
• Little Creek

• Minor Fill in the Fringe

• Effective HEC-RAS Model

• Tank Creek
• In Separate County

• Culvert Extension for Third Rail

• Zone A (Approximate)

• No Effective Model

Quick Technical Summary
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• First Submittal
• Online LOMC Recommended

• MT-2 Forms

• Reports

• Maps

• Models

• Spatial Files

Submittal!
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• Comment Letter
• “Additional Data Required”

• Minimal Comments
• Map Formatting

• Clearly Label Tie-Ins

• Vertical Datum Shown on ALL Maps

• Too Much Detail in Floodplain

Reviewer Comments/Requests
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• Revised Materials
• Maps

• Models

• Spatial Files

• Reviewer Call
• Don’t Use Online Portal 

Submittal No. 2
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Lesson 1!
Only use the online portal to open case.



• Requested Meeting
• Reviewer Wants us to Split Case into Two Applications

• “Two Counties, Two Submittals”
• CLOMR was “One Project, One Application”

• “Do you have that in writing?”

• Increased Efforts
• 2 Reports

• 2 Applications

• 2 Fees

Submittal No. 2 
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Lesson 2!
Get everything in writing.



Case Study 1.1:
County A



• Submittal No. 2
• Revised Materials Accepted and Approved

• Publish Public Notice
• 90-Day Public Comment Period

• No Comments

• Receive Final Determination Letter
• Done!

• Total Time
• From First Submittal ~ 14 Months

Case Study 1.1: County A
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Case Study 1.2:
County B



• Get to Work
• Prep New Materials

• Open a New Case Number

• Submit Materials

• Comment Letter
• Comments Unique from First Combined Submittal

• NEW: Request to Survey Culvert
• Great…

• Typical 90-Days

Case Study 1.2: County B
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Lesson 3!
Assume comments won’t be consistent.



• Revisions
• Survey of Culvert/Tracks

• Sealed Survey 2-Months Later
• 30 Days Left for Revised Submittal

• Working on Other Comments
• “Request Effective Model”

• Zone A Approximate?

• CLOMR found No Model

• … Right?

Case Study 1.2: County B
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Case Study 1.2: County B
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Lesson 4! Proactively, inquire on FIS Updates or Physical Map 

Revisions.



• FIS Updated
• Updated During our LOMR Review

• Comments are now Referring to Updated FIRM

• New Effective Model
• Zone A

• Our Work/Materials Outdated

• Discussion with Reviewer
• Submit what we have completed

• Request Extension

• No Guarantees

Case Study 1.2: County B
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• Extension Granted
• Request Effective Model from FEMA

• ~1 Month

• Send to County for Review/Concurrence
• ~1.5 Months

• Submittal Again
• 2-3 Weeks Ago

• Forecast
• 90-Days for Review

• 90-Days for Revision

• 90-Days for Public Notice

• Total Timeline ~27 Months

Case Study 1.2: County B
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Case Study 2: 
Animal Shelter 
CLOMR



• Extent
• Corner of Building in Zone AE

• City is FIS Community

• County is Builder of Shelter

• Impacts
• Riverine

• No-Rise?

• CLOMR – County Ordinance

• Timeline
• Breaking Ground in 8-Months

• “No they’re not.”

Overview
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• Riverine
• San Diego River

• Fill in the Fringe

• Request Model
• ~ 1 Month

• Effective HEC-2 Model

• Revision Package
• Quick Work

• ~ 3-4 Weeks

• Close to Completion

Quick Technical Summary
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• Meeting 1
• Community Concurrence

• County wants to Sign

• “Superior Legal Entity”

• Don’t recommend but okay

Project Coordination
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• Meeting 2
• City Representative Involved

• LOMR Across the River in Public Notice 
Phase

• Can’t Submit our CLOMR…

Lesson 5! Coordination is key. Involve your stakeholders early. 



• Path Forward
• Wait for Final Determination on LOMR

• Use the LOMR Model from Across the River

• Update
• Model Requested

• Moving Forward

Case Study 2
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Mini-Cases



• Coastal No-Rise
• Regional Model

• Data Request – 400 GB

• Chicagoland LOMR
• Long Wait on Review

• Pet cat lost data

• Extension Granted!

Mini-Cases
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• IL No-Rise
• Placed Fill (Conservation)

• Geometric Considerations

• Rise-Below 0.1 ft

• Requested Rise Below 0.01 ft

• CA Alluvial Fan CLOMR
• Revisions on revisions

• ~4 Years



1. The Online LOMC Portal is not recommended.

2. If it’s not in writing, it’s not happening.

3. Assume “Additional Data” comments won’t be consistent.

4. Proactively inquire on FIS updates and map changes.

5. Coordination is key; involve stakeholders early.

Overall, budget and schedule conservatively for the 
uncertainty involved in the LOMR process.

Lessons
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Questions?
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