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Map Mod 

• FHBMs\FIRMs 
• FIRM Scan 
• DFIRM Db 

• GIS Layers 



• Map Mod Goal: 
• Create Digital Data 
• Make more accessible 
• Reduce Paper distribution by 50-75% 

• Digital Vision 
• Plan to limit paper map distribution (Oct 2009) 
• Identified user needs for accessing digital data 

– New products created - e.g., National Flood Hazard Layer 
– New tools developed - e.g., MapViewer – Web 

Genesis of the Digital Tools 



Digital Products 
•Products Delivered: 

•CDs 
•GIS CD  

•Shapefile/MIF/MID 
•Image CD 

•FIRM Scan -- PNG/TIF 
•FIS 

•PDF 
•Recommendations: 

•Move the data off the CD to use 
•On-site file server 
•Network computer 

•Locate Readme.txt 
•Open With  Microsoft Picture Manager 
 

 



 FREE 
Greater accessibility to digital map products 

• Tools available 24 / 7 
• Able to access the most current effective data 

 Features not available on paper 
• Geocoding/point identification 
• LOMC identification 
• Reporting 
• Measuring 
• Flexible (e.g., turn layers on and off with GIS products) 

Digital Tool Advantages 



Accessing the Digital Tools 

 Most tools are accessible from 
MSC Web site home page 
(http://msc.fema.gov) 

• FIRMettes 
• EDDie 
• NFHL and Google EarthTM 

 Downloadable fact sheets and 
user resources are also 
available 



 Available to government agencies (Community officials at 
local, county and state levels) 
 Permits finding and downloading of MSC products 

significantly faster 
• Bypasses the shopping cart and checkout process on the 

MSC Web site 
 Intuitively designed for ease of use 

• View products at either the county or community level 
• Search using map panel ID or LOMC case number 
• Various filters: FIRMs, world files, LOMC types 
• Historic products available 

EDDie 



EDDie (cont.) 



• Online tool for free 
viewing of 
FIRM/DFIRMs 

• Enables FIRMette 
creation;  
1.5 million created 
annually 

• First of the online tools; 
debuted in 2002 

 

FIRMette -- Web 



FIRMette -- Web 

• Identify FIRM to view 
• Make a FIRMette 
• Choose Paper size. 
• Move to desired area 
• Create FIRMette 

• Adobe PDF 
• Save FIRMette 

 
 
 



• Tool downloadable 
from MSC website. 

• Same functionality as  
web version 

• Not reliant on web 
connection 
 

FIRMette -- Desktop 



• Web App – Standard 
DFIRM layers 

• Ability to Query 
Attributes:  Identify a 
Zone Type/specific 
LOMCs 

• Generate/Print 
Reports 
 

MapViewer -- Web 



MapViewer -- Desktop 

• Add DFIRM Database 
• Ability to Query Attributes:  

Identify a Zone 
Type/specific LOMCs 

• Generate/Print Reports:  
SCREEN CAP 

• Add comments and points in 
a GIS shapefile 
 



National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) 

Background 
• Spatial database of flood hazard information from FEMA’s Map 

Modernization & Risk MAP programs 

Benefits 
• Convenience: One integrated dataset 
• Completeness: Includes all effective and available digital data as 

of the dataset release date including LOMRs 
• Scalable: Integrate the NFHL with other map data 



NFHL GIS Data 

 Three Digital Formats: 
• kmz file (Google Earth) 
• ESRI Shapefile Format 
• Web Mapping Service (WMS) 

Updated Monthly 
Organized on State-by-State basis 
 Spatial analysis & custom maps 
Order a DVD copy from Map Service Center website 

http://msc.fema.gov 
 



NFHL Web Map Service 

•Connect to WMS server, able to add in 
layers or all layers 
 

•Layers appear using same symbolization 
on NFHL Web Viewer 
 

•Tips 
•Layers have a scale range set – do 
not display above/below certain 
scales 
•Layers will not draw if ArcMap 
window is maximized 

 
•Can turn layers on/off, query for 
attributes 



Digital Product Matrix 



User Resources 

 Important URLs 
• MSC: http://msc.fema.gov 
• EDDie: http://edd.msc.fema.gov 
• MIP: http://www.hazards.fema.gov 

 FEMA Map Information eXchange 
• E-mail: FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com 
• Phone: 1-877-FEMA MAP (336-2627) 

MIP Help 
• E-mail: miphelp@riskmapcds.com 
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