
I Want You
To Know Your 
Legislators

2020 IAFSM Conference - Legislative Committee



WHAT DOES THE IAFSM 
LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE DO?

HOW DO I FIND MY 
LEGISLATORS?

HOW DO I SEARCH FOR 
AND TRACK BILLS?

HOW DO I 
COMMUNICATE WITH 

MY LEGISLATORS?

Have You Ever Wondered…



The Legislative 
Committee’s Role

• Review legislation of concern 

• Track legislation through the General 
Assembly

• Amendments

• Adding Co-sponsors

• Assignment to Committees

• Committee Hearings and Votes

• Draft or review letters of 
support/opposition for IAFSM Board 
Action

• Develop and maintain relationships with 
legislators
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Find Your Legislators

• Visit Illinois State Board 
of Elections’ website 
(https://www.elections.il.
gov/)

• Select “Find My 
Elected Officials”

• Confirm Address

https://www.elections.il.gov/


Find and Track Bills (http://www.ilga.gov/)



My Legislation 



GA Dashboard



Bill Details



It’s Not Just for Extroverts!



Conversations With Our Legislators

• Steve – State Representative 
Andrew Chesney

• Henry – State Senator Steve 
McClure

• Kay – U.S. Congressman Sean 
Casten

Source: ilga.gov Source: ilga.gov Source: casten.house.gov



Reaching Out

• Look for local events and meetings.  This is a 
good way to make the initial contact.

• Use his state e-mail address or contact form 
on his website.

• Prefers phone calls. He is frequently on the 
road to and from Springfield and does a lot of 
constituent contact on the phone during the 
3.5 hour (one way) trip.

• Recommends avoiding long e-mails and long 
e-mail chains. 

• Constituents always get a call back



Interesting Comments
• There is a very short window, often 30 - 40 seconds, on making a decision on how to vote 

on a bill.  There is also a short window in knowing what bills will be voted on.  This is the 
system set up by the party in power.  It’s not the way it has to be though. 

• There is a research staff of 20-25 people, assigned by the party leadership, that are heavily 
relied on for analysis of proposed legislation.

• As part of the short-window for bill consideration, having a synopsis of which groups 
support a bill and which groups oppose it also is an important factor in deciding how to 
vote.



Common Themes

Phone Calls 
Work

Look for 
Local Events

Not Enough 
Time to Research 

Every Bill

Ask for a 
Meeting

They Want to 
Hear From You



What We Need From You

Not Enough 
Time to Research 

Every Bill

KNOW WHO YOUR 
LEGISLATORS ARE

INTRODUCE 
YOURSELF TO A 

LEGISLATOR

INFORM THE 
COMMITTEE OF 
RELEVANT BILLS

CONTACT YOUR 
LEGISLATOR TO 

SUPPORT/OPPOSE BILLS


