
How a bill becomes a Law in 
Illinois



The Legislature

House of Representatives Illinois Senate

Governor



www.free-powerpoint-templates-design.com

Bill 
Introduced

Committee 
Hearings

Floor 
Vote

Repeat for 
2nd Chamber

Bill 
becomes 

Law!

Policy 
Idea

Bills are just ideas!

A bill can start in 
the house or 

senate

Once a sponsor for 
the bill is found, 

the bill is 
introduced, filed 
and is assigned a 

bill number.

Amendments may be 
added during hearings 

and Bill must 
pass committee 
before a full vote

Pass/Do Not Pass

Bill must be read 3 
times before full 

vote

Process is 
repeated

Bills with new 
amendments are 
sent back to the 
first house for 
concurrence.

Bill is sent to 
Governor

If both houses concur 
and there is no veto 
of any kind placed, 

the Governor 
approves it.

Process Overview
How a Bill Becomes a Law in Illinois

Repeated in both chambers
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Amendatory Veto
Bill can be made law 

with majority vote

If a Bill is Vetoed

Total Veto
General Assembly can override

with 3/5 vote.



General Assembly works on 
2-year cycles

Any bill not passed within 
the 2-year cycle is dead. 

It can be reintroduced in the 
following session.

It starts from square one. No 
progress from the previous 

session carries over.

Bills Can Run Out of Time



2023 Schedule

103rd GA Inauguration

January 11

Deadline for Senate Bill 
Introduction

February 10

Deadline for House Bill 
Introduction

February 17

Spring session adjourns

May 19

Veto session (last was 
Nov. 15 – Dec. 1)

Fall



Example Bill
HB 2739: Private Primary Residential Flood Insurance Act

Synopsis: Requires insurers to notify Department of Insurance at least 30 days before selling flood insurance in 

the State.

Introduced

Amendment

Passes the House



Example Bill
HB 2739: Private Primary Residential Flood Insurance Act

Synopsis: Requires insurers to notify Department of Insurance at least 30 days before selling flood insurance in 

the State.

Signed into Law

Passes the Senate



Committee Hearings

Committee gathers 

information, takes 

testimony, and 

deliberates

Committee Votes



How can we get involved?

• Read Quarterly IAFSM Newsletter

• When to become engaged

• Know who your state lawmakers are

• State Senators

• State Legislator

• Witness slips

• We can become involved:

• As citizens

• As Technical Experts



Filing a Witness 
Slip

ILGA Dashboard

A witness slip is 
a person’s or 

group’s position 
on a particular 

bill

File as soon as 
the committee 

hearing is posted

A new witness 
slip is required 

for each 
committee 

hearing posted

Witness slips can 
be submitted for 

amendments 
filed that are 

being heard in 
committee



Relationships are Important
Why should you build relationships with elected officials?

AWARENESS:

Elected officials can 

help you to spread 

awareness of your 

interests, work and 

your organization’s 

mission.

RELATIONSHIPS:

Elected officials 

were elected by 

having strong 

networks.

PROBLEM SOLVING:

You might have a 

problem one day that 

they can help you with.

ACCESS:

You will become a 

trusted source of 

information for 

decision-makers.

FUNDING:

Elected officials can 

be a resource in 

pointing you to 

potential funding 

sources.



Where to go
Schedules ilga.gov



Where to go

Committee Schedule

General Schedule



Where to go
Find Your Elected Officials

Ilga.gov --> Legislator 
Lookup

Takes you to the IL 
State Board of Elections page

Search by Address

Gives results for State and 
Federal offices
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