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SMC FUNDING PROGRAMS

1. SMC COORDINATES WATERSHED PROJECTS AND ‘RE-

GRANTS’ FUNDS FROM STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS 

(INCLUDING IL EPA 319 NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION REDUCTION) 

2. WATERSHED MANAGEMENT BOARD (WMB) GRANTS

3. STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIR FUND (SIRF)

4. WETLAND RESTORATION FUND (WRF)

5. SMC ALSO TAKES PROJECT LEAD TO COORDINATE 

HAZARD MITIGATION PROJECTS (INCL. STRUCTURE BUYOUTS)



EXAMPLE SMC RE-GRANT:
IL EPA NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 319 GRANT

• SMC ISSUES RFP TO WATERSHED STAKEHOLDERS FOR 

NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION REDUCTION PROJECTS

• SMC APPLIES FOR GRANT FOR WATERSHED PROJECTS 

THAT IMPLEMENT WATERSHED-BASED PLANS AND RE-

GRANTS TO LOCAL PARTNERS (APPROXIMATELY EVERY 

OTHER YEAR)



EXAMPLE SMC RE-GRANT:
IL EPA 319 GRANT – SMC EXAMPLE RFP

• ILLINOIS WATERSHED PRIORITY SLIDE



EXAMPLE SMC RE-GRANT:
IL EPA 319 GRANT – SMC EXAMPLE SCHEDULE

• NOTE: SMC ANTICIPATES A 2018 REQUEST FOR 

PROJECT PROPOSALS FOR THE FY2019 GRANT CYCLE. 
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IL EPA NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 319 GRANT

• ILLINOIS WATERSHED PRIORITY SLIDE
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SMC-MANAGED PROJECTS

• SMC PARTNERS WITH LOCAL 

SPONSOR, DEVELOPS FUNDING 

AND MANAGES THE PROJECT 
(DEPENDENT ON SMC STAFF CAPACITY)

• PROJECTS OFFER STRONG MULTI-

JURISDICTIONAL AND MULTI-

PURPOSE BENEFITS

• ADDITIONAL GRANT SOURCES:

• NATIONAL FISH & WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  

HUD

• GREAT LAKES PROGRAMS 



LAKE COUNTY
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT BOARD 

(WMB)
PRIMARY ROLE: 

• SERVES AS A FORUM FOR COORDINATING AND 

PROVIDING COST-SHARE FUNDING FOR NATURAL & 

MANMADE DRAINAGE SYSTEM PROJECTS AND 

RESOLVE INTER-JURISDICTIONAL WATERSHED ISSUES.



WMB FUNDING PRIORITIES
• FIRST PRIORITY:

• FLOOD DAMAGE 
REDUCTION

• SECONDARY PRIORITY:
• WATER QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT

• ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION

• EDUCATION

NOTE:

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
MEETS BOTH PRIORITIES
PROJECTS REQUIRED BY 
PERMIT ARE NOT ELIGIBLE



WMB FUNDING
• MINIMUM 50% APPLICANT COST 
SHARE REQUIRED 

• CASH OR IN-KIND SERVICES
• COULD BE COVERED BY SEVERAL 
JURISDICTIONS AND/OR USE 
FEDERAL OR STATE FUNDS

~$34K
~$67K

~$34K

~$26K



WMB TYPICAL SCHEDULE

• APPLICATION DUE IN 
OCTOBER

• MINIMUM 50% APPLICANT 
COST SHARE REQUIRED 

• CASH OR IN-KIND SERVICES
• COULD BE COVERED BY 
SEVERAL JURISDICTIONS 
AND/OR USE FEDERAL OR 
STATE FUNDS

• $177,000 TOTAL AVAILABLE 
FOR 2017 (FOR 4 WATERSHEDS)



STAFF SCORING CRITERIA FOR PROJECT 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO WMB



WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE GRANT

• SUPPORTS THE GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY OF LOCAL 

PARTNERSHIPS TO IDENTIFY AND RESOLVE WATERSHED 

PROBLEMS IN LAKE COUNTY.

• $12,000 ANNUALLY - DOES NOT REQUIRE COST SHARE.



STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIR 
FUND (SIRF)
• RESOLVE INTER-JURISDICTIONAL DRAINAGE 
AND FLOODING PROBLEMS DISCOVERED 
THROUGH COMMUNITY, FLOOD RESPONSE, OR 
FLOOD PROBLEM INVENTORY

• ~$100K/YEAR AVAILABLE DECEMBER 1ST

• MINIMUM 50% APPLICANT COST SHARE 
REQUIRED 

• APPLICATION SUBMITTED AT ANY TIME

• APPROVAL PROCESS INVOLVES 2 STEPS:

1. ELIGIBILITY AUTHORIZATION

2. PROJECT AGREEMENT APPROVAL



SIRF PROJECT PRIORITIZATION CRITERIA



WETLAND RESTORATION FUND (WRF)

• FOR IMPACTED ISOLATED WATERS OF LAKE COUNTY (IWLC) THAT EXCEED 
MITIGATION THRESHOLDS

• PERMIT APPLICANT’S LAST MITIGATION OPTION IF BANK CREDITS ARE 
UNAVAILABLE IN THE WATERSHED (IN LAKE COUNTY)

• SMC HOLDS WRF FUNDS IN WATERSHED ACCOUNTS UNTIL BANK CREDITS 
BECOME AVAILABLE OR AWARD CONTRACTS FOR MITIGATION PROJECTS

• IN GENERAL, PROJECTS THAT RESTORE HISTORIC WETLAND AREAS AND 
DEMONSTRATE THE HIGHEST LIKELIHOOD OF MEETING PERFORMANCE 
REQUIREMENTS WILL BE GIVEN PRIORITY

• MINIMUM 30% APPLICANT PROJECT COST SHARE REQUIRED (MAY INCLUDE LAND 
VALUE, IN-KIND SERVICES SUCH AS VOLUNTEER OR DONATED PROFESSIONAL TIME, 
FEASIBILITY STUDY COSTS, AND SITE EVALUATION STUDY COSTS)



WRF SCORING MATRIX



PRE-APPLICATION GUIDANCE &

NEXT STEPS

• IT’S IN A WATERSHED-BASED PLAN                                
(319, GLRI, AND OTHERS AS APPLICABLE)

• SECURE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IF NEEDED

• ENGAGE PARTICIPATION OF POTENTIAL PROJECT PARTNERS

• DEVELOP A CONCEPT DESIGN (30% DESIGN)

• IDENTIFY THE BMP PRACTICES, INFRASTRUCTURE                     
AND DIMENSIONS/UNITS THAT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED

• HAVE A COST ESTIMATE

• DEVELOP A WRITTEN SCOPE AND SCHEDULE FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION (COMPARABLE TO PRE-PROPOSAL)



FIND MONEY TO IMPLEMENT THE 
PROJECT

• IDENTIFY POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCE(S) 

• GRANT (IDENTIFY COST-MATCH)

• GENERAL FUND

• UTILITY

• CAPITAL PROGRAM

• OTHER

• IDENTIFY POTENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT



GET READY TO WRITE A PROPOSAL/ 
GRANT APPLICATION

EXPLORE SELECTED FUNDING OPTION(S):

• BECOME FAMILIAR WITH FUNDING PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS 

• ELIGIBILITY, APPLICATION DEADLINES AND ADMINISTRATIVE

• CONTACT SMC STAFF TO MAKE SURE YOUR PROJECT 
IS A GOOD MATCH (GET GRANT LANGUAGE TIPS)

• IDENTIFY AND HIGHLIGHT INFORMATION REQUIRED BY RFP.

• DETERMINE WHO WILL WRITE THE PROPOSAL.



SMC CONTACTS FOR WMB PROJECTS:

SHARON OSTERBY AT:
SOSTERBY@LAKECOUNTYIL.GOV
847-377-7706

SMC CONTACT FOR SIRF & WRF PROJECTS:

KURT WOOLFORD AT:
KWOOLFORD@LAKECOUNTYIL.GOV
847-377-7720

SMC CONTACT FOR OTHER GRANT PROGRAMS:

MIKE PRUSILA AT:

MPRUSILA@LAKECOUNTYIL.GOV

847-377-7713



QUESTIONS?


