
2009 Awards 
Luncheon

Illinois Flooding In 2008

What a X&%$#@%! Year!



Illinois Disasters 2008 

September 07 – Northeast and North 
Central IL (Fox, Kish, Rock, and IL 
Rivers) – Rockford Area!

January 2008 – Eastern Illinois (Iroquois, 
Vermillion, and Kankakee Rivers)

March 2008 – Rock River ice Jam

March 2008 – ALL of Southern Illinois 
(Harrisburg)

June 2008 – Eastern IL (Wabash & 
Embarrass Rivers), Northern IL 

Northern IL (Kishwaukee, Rock, 
Pecatonica, Fox, etc..)

Western Illinois (the entire 
Mississippi River)

September 2008 – Chicago metro area 
and Illinois River.





Grafton, Illinois 1993 Grafton, Illinois 2001

Mitigation – It Works!

Grafton, Illinois 2008



Happy New Year – 1 Jan 2009!



Community Rating System 
(CRS) Awards

•Village of Downer’s Grove
•Village of Deerfield
•Lake County
•Village of Lake in the Hills
•Village of Lisle
•Village of Riverwoods
•Whiteside County
•Village of Wheeling



Floodplain Manager of the 
Year Award
Greg ThorpeGreg Thorpe

Rock Island CountyRock Island County



Floodplain Manager of the 
Year Award (#2)

Jersey County Jersey County 
(again!!)(again!!)

Jersey 
County

U.S. Army 
Corps of 

Engineers



•260 Rep Loss Structures

•215 on Corps of Engineers 
Lease Property (83%)

•1,522 claims for over $10 
million (5.8 claims/building)

•Over 90% of the total rep. 
loss claims have been made 
on Corps property.

Jersey County at a Glance



Jersey County          Jersey County          
Post Flood ResponsePost Flood Response



Jersey County                      
Post Flood Response



Tag Every Building              
From a Boat!!



USACE Lease Cabins

Red Tagged!Red Tagged!



Hundreds  Required to be 
Elevated or Demolished



Honorable Mention
Mike Harsted (LaSalle County)Mike Harsted (LaSalle County)
Mike Suttfin (City of Ottawa)Mike Suttfin (City of Ottawa)
Jim Burger (Putnam County)Jim Burger (Putnam County)
John Hammond (Woodford County)John Hammond (Woodford County)
Dawn Anderson (Grundy County)Dawn Anderson (Grundy County)
Joye Baker (Adams County)Joye Baker (Adams County)
Revonne Butler (Henderson County)Revonne Butler (Henderson County)
Matt Wahl (Peoria County)Matt Wahl (Peoria County)
Allan Ninness (Saline County)Allan Ninness (Saline County)
Chad Atkinson (Machesney Park)Chad Atkinson (Machesney Park)
Joel Nassers (City of Watseka)Joel Nassers (City of Watseka)
Gloria Schleef (Iroquois County)Gloria Schleef (Iroquois County)
Brian Eber (Rockford)Brian Eber (Rockford)
Don Pallissard (Kankakee County)Don Pallissard (Kankakee County)



Outstanding Service Award

E. Stuart RichterE. Stuart Richter
Whiteside CountyWhiteside County
IAFSM ChairmanIAFSM Chairman



Stormwater Management 
Award

Tri County Regional Planning CommissionTri County Regional Planning Commission
(Peoria, Woodford, and Tazewell Counties)(Peoria, Woodford, and Tazewell Counties)



Honorable Mention

City of                     
Downers Grove



Mitigation Award

Village of 
Lisle



Journalism or Public 
Education Award

SCARCE
(School and Community Assistance (School and Community Assistance 

for Recycling and Composting for Recycling and Composting 
Education)Education)



Donald R. Donald R. 
VonnahmeVonnahme

Lifetime Achievement 
Award 





1964 University of 
Illinois Graduate

Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering (Specialties:  
Hydraulics, Hydrology, 
Economics)

1973 – 1976 Office Manager/Design 
Engineer, Metcalf & Eddy/Alstot, 
March & Guillou 



1966 - 1973
Hydraulic Engineer; Division of Water 

Resources; IL Dept of Transportation

1976 – 1982 
Deputy Director, Division of Water 
Resources, IL Department of 
Transportation



1982 – 1995
Director, Division of Water 
Resources, IL Department of 
Transportation



1995 – 2003
Director, Office of Water 
Resources, IL Department of 
Natural Resources



Chairman, Illinois 
State Water Plan 
Taskforce 

Co-Chairman,  Illinois 
Drought Task Force

Chairman, Decision 
Making Standard 
Committee of the 
Council of Great Lakes 
Governors

Chairman, Great 
Lakes Commission

IL Representative   
Upper Mississippi 
River Basin 
Association

Professional 
Leadership



Vice Chairman, Past 
Chairman, Member 
of the Board of 
Directors of the 
Interstate Council on 
Water Policy 

Chairman, Board of 
Directors of the 
National Association 
of Flood Stormwater 
Management 
Agencies.

Chairman, the 
External Advisory 
Committee to the 
University of Illinois’ 
Water Resources 
Center.



Leadership - The Flood of ’93 War Room!



Guidance and Direction



Friendship and mentoring



Loved by his staff!



Awards:

1971 - Governor’s 
Superior 
Achievement 
Award, Governor 
Ogilvie

1985 - Top 10 
Public Works 
“Leaders of the 
Year”

1985 - Excellence 
in Flood Hazard 
Management
Association of 
State Floodplain 
Managers



1986 - Government 
Professional 
Development 
Award
Illinois Society of  
Professional 
Engineers

1987 - Government 
Professional 
Development 
Award
National Society of  
Professional 
Engineers



1993 - Professional 
Engineering 
Management Award
Illinois Society of  
Professional Engineers

1998 - Education and 
Public Service Award 
Universities Council on 
Water Resources

2008 – Lifetime 
Achievement Award, 
Illinois Association for 
Floodplain and 
Stormwater 
Management



The Vonnahme Clan



40++ Years of 40++ Years of 
Leadership in Leadership in 

llinoisllinois’’ 
Floodplain and Floodplain and 

Stormwater Stormwater 
ManagementManagement
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