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6.1. USING FIS REPORTS

The majority of Flood Insurance Study (FIS) reports use the same outline and numbering system.
This section highlights the report’s contents, explore the report’s data, tables and profiles, and
describe how they are related to the FIRM and Floodway Map.

The most important reason for using a FIS and flood map is to determine whether or not a site is
located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and/or a floodway and to determine the Base
Flood Elevation (BFE).

6.1.1. FIS report contents

The Pontiac FIS cover has an outline map of
Illinois (see Figure 6.1). Note that the location of
the county and community are pinpointed on the
outline map. The date of the FIS and the commu-
nity identification number are also indicated on the
cover.

A brief description of the Pontiac FIS contents is
given below. It should be noted that for newer FIS
reports, the Guidelines and Specifications for
Flood Hazard Mapping Partners should be used.

Section 1 of all older FIS reports states the purpose
of the FIS, authority of and acknowledgments by
its authors, and coordination steps taken during the
preparation of the study.

Section 2 provides background information on
the community, its flood problems, which areas
were studied and what flood protection measures
are in effect.

Section 3 discusses the engineering methods used. Section 3.1 covers the hydrologic analysis —
how much water will flow through the floodplain during peak floods. Section 3.2 describes the
hydraulic analysis — how high the water will get. Development of this information was de-
scribed in Section 4 of this desk reference.

Important: Because the elevation determinations for riverine floodplains are typically used
to establish flood elevations for construction in SFHAs and other purposes, accuracy is
critical. The floodplain administrator should have another person double check his/her
determination before using them in the permit application process.

Figure 6-1: FIS Cover
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Section 4 in the FIS text discusses how the flood map was prepared from flood data for flood-
plain management applications. Section 4.1 covers mapping the floodplain boundaries — where
the water will go. If the study included a floodway determination, Section 4.2 describes the
floodway study and mapping. Section 4 also includes the floodway data table. How to interpret
and use these and other data is covered later in this section.

Section 5 covers data related to flood insurance, some of which a floodplain administrator will
not need to use. This section can be a useful reference, as it describes the flood insurance zones
identified on the map.

Completing the FIS report are three self-explanatory sections: Section 6, Other Studies, Section
7, Location of Data, and Section 8, Bibliography and References. Newer FIS reports have a
section on the FIRM.

Most riverine FIS reports include flood profiles as an exhibit at the end of the document.
Pontiac’s FIS report has the profile for the Vermilion River on two pages, 01P and 02P.

6.1.2. Countywide FIS report contents

New studies are produced in the Countywide Format to present a unified study of flood hazards
across community boundaries within a county (sample cover shown in Figure 6-2). The FIS
generally follows the sample report format provided in Figure 6-3; however, several changes are
made to the standard wording and tables. These typically provide references to superseded
reports.

Figure 6-2: Countywide FIS Cover
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Figure 6-3: Sample FIS table of contents taken from: Guidelines and Specifications for
Flood Hazard Mapping Partners [April 2003]

6.1.3. Flood discharges

Turn to Table 1, Summary of Discharges, in the Pontiac FIS report Section 3 on page 7. An
excerpt from that table is shown below (Figure 6-4).

Figure 6-4: Pontiac, Illinois, FIS Table 1 - Summary of Discharges
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