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SECTION 5: NFIP MAPS
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This section reviews the Flood Insurance Rate Map and the Floodway Map, the two basic
tools the NFIP uses to display floodplain data. It also describes the different formats that
are used for these maps.
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5.2.1. Map index

Pontiac’s floodplain is relatively compact and all of it can be shown on one panel. The phrase
“Only Panel Printed” on the title boxes of the FIRM and Floodway Map show that everything is
on the one panel. Therefore, there is no map index for Pontiac.

Many communities, especially counties, are geographically too large to fit on one map or panel
at a usable scale. So maps for these communities are divided into two or more panels with unique
panel numbers. Whenever a community requires more than one panel, a map index for both the
FIRM and Floodway Map is prepared.

The map index shows the community’s boundaries, highlighting prominent features such as
major highways, railroads, and streams. The map index shows how the community is displayed
on the various panels. Panels having no identified flood hazard areas (or no floodways on a
Floodway Map) are not printed as indicated by an asterisk “*.”

Figures 5-1 and 5-2 are from the Map Indexes for Woodstock, Illinois. In Woodstock’s case,
there are SFHAs on all four panels, so all four are included with the FIRM. However, only
panels 0001 and 0002 have floodways mapped, so Floodway Map panels 0003 and 0004 are not
printed.

The number of panels that have been printed appear in the title box (“Panels Printed: 1,2,”).
Sometimes the entire panel is in one flood zone and is not printed. The flood zone for that panel
is noted directly on the map index.
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Figure 5-1: Woodstock’s FIRM and Floodway Map Indexes’ Title Boxes


