Minutes of the IAFSM Board of Directors Meeting

 March 12, 2009
The March 2009 meeting of the Board of Directors for the Illinois Association for Floodplain and Stormwater Managers was held as part of the 2009 IAFSM Annual Conference at the I-Hotel in Champaign, on March 12, 2009.  Those attending the meeting included:

Scott Anderson

Erin Bauer


Becca Bicksler 


Greta Buckley

Scott Cofoid


Daniel Cook

Mike Cothard


Terry Reuss Fell

Amanda Flegel 


Louie Greenwell

Sarah Harbaugh

Mark Hoskins


Cliff Janelienas

Charles Jones

Mary Lou Kalsted

Tom Kehoe


Marni Lau


Jennifer Maercklein


Bruce Mathews

Sally McConkey

Jonathan Moody

Bob Murdock


Paul Osman


Timothy Paulson

Stu Richter 


Jerry Robinson 

Rich Roths

David Schein


Timothy Sumner

Matt Wahl

Kay Whitlock


John Whitt


Jeff Wickenkamp

Loren Wobig

1.0
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 a.m. by Stu Richter

1.1  
CORRESPONDENCE

Recent correspondence included:

1. 1-29-09: From Colleen Conant, Donor Advocate, the Community Foundation.  Thank you for Gilbert White Memorial Fund contribution;

2. 2-27-09: Response letter from Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky acknowledging, and agreeing with, the IAFSM stance on floodplain mapping risk behind unaccredited levee systems.

2.0  
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

Jennifer Maercklein moved to approve for the January 21, 2009 meeting.  Mary Lou Kalsted seconded the motion and the motion passed.

3.0  
OFFICER REPORTS

3.1  TREASURER’S REPORT – Mike Cothard

Mike Cothard presented the Treasure’s report that shows a current balance of $223,514.70 as of March 10, 2009.  This balance includes most conference registrations but does not yet include all conference expenses.  Terry Reuss Fell moved the Treasurer’s Report be approved, Mark Hoskins seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  Mike Cothard also presented the 08-09 IAFSM Budget summary.  
3.2  OTHER OFFICERS – 

No reports.
4.0  COMMITTEE REPORTS

4.1  
CRS COMMITTEE – Mary Lou Kalsted

39 Illinois communities are now in the CRS Program.  Two communities have moved up from class 8 ratings to class 5 ratings.  A CRS Committee meeting has been scheduled.

4.2  
CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE – Matt Wahl

Currently, there are over 400 CFM’s in the state of Illinois.  Approximately 20 people on average sit the CFM Exam each time the exam is offered.  Discussion focused on the need for ASFPM to manage the CFM Program.  As will be presented in the Plenary session of the conference, necessary “reliability of exam” reviews on a regular basis are needed to maintain the testing program in Illinois.  Although ASFPM has not yet provided any specific guidance in this area, similar “reliability of exam” review proposals recently solicited by ASFPM were in the $100,000 range.  Matt Wahl will continue to investigate the possibility of transferring management of the Illinois CFM program to ASFPM.  Transitioning to the National Exam will mean that IAFSM will need to update the Reference Manual to include V-Zone coastal information.  

4.3  
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE – Kay Whitlock

Kay Whitlock provided members of the Board with a written summary of legislation currently pending with the Illinois General Assembly and of interest to IAFSM.  Kay Whitlock highlighted various aspects of SB1489 (Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act), HR163 (Creates a task force to study local government development standards and processes and their effect on watershed, wetlands and floodplains), HB1135 (Municipal Liability for Flood Damage), and HB2417(Property Tax Code Amendment).  A summary of the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was also provided to the Board.  Kay Whitlock also discussed the release and announcement of US Army Corps of Engineers funding anticipated on March17, 2009.  Hearings related to the development of an Illinois Capitol Bill will be conducted between March 16 and April 16, 2009.

4.4  
NEWLETTER – Jennifer Maercklein 
Newsletter survey has been provided in the conference packets.

The conference packet also includes a ballot to vote for your favorite IAFSM Newsletter name from the final round of submitted entries.  Forty five newsletter name entries were submitted for consideration.  Jennifer Maercklein is also taking several photos of conference activities for inclusion in the newsletter and web site,

4.5  
EDUCATION OUTREACH COMMITTEE– Amanda Flegel

Amanda Flegel reported that she had just received training modules for consideration from ASFPM.

Paul Osman suggested that IAFSM consider conducting training workshops the day preceding the Annual Conference similar the ASFPM National Conference workshops.

Jeff Wickenkamp noted the possibility of offering a workshop through Bill James.

Terry Reuss Fell cautioned about holding workshops that tended to be product promotional in nature.

Loren Wobig mentioned that David Williams is willing to conduct Stream Geomorphology workshops for IAFSM for travel expenses alone.

David Schein suggested IAFSM offer Flood Insurance Workshops for Floodplain Managers.  Amanda will work with Paul Osman and Mike Cothard on developing these workshops further.

Mike Cothard noted that IAFSM accomplished a great deal of outreach activities in 2008.  Such outreach activities required $24,000 in expenditures but generated $27,000 in Association income.

4.6  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE - Jeff WickenKamp 
Jeff WickenKamp reported that the current conference is generally running smoothly.   Preparation for the 2010 conference will begin in May.  

4.7  
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Erik Gil

No Report.  

4.8  
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Bob Murdock

Bob Murdock reported that the new Illinois MS-4 Permit is effective April 2009 with new requirements.  IAFSM has not received any response to previous comments sent on the draft MS-4 Permit.  The committee is planning to develop a workshop on BMP’s (Best Management Practices).  Matt Wahl suggested that the committee offer as many workshops as possible statewide and that he was willing to help with the downstate workshops.

4.9  
MITIGATION COMMITTEE – Terry Reuss Fell

Terry Reuss Fell reported that she intends to place a blurb in the newsletter with a call to join the committee in 2009.  The committee intends to expand the definition of mitigation to broaden mitigation techniques  Terry Reuss Fell noted that the committee still intends to develop two workshops (one in northern Illinois and one in southern Illinois) related to mitigation techniques for local officials.  This workshop could include related vendors and potential funding agencies.

4.10 WETLANDS COMMITTEE – Tom Kehoe

Tom Kehoe reported that conference presentations developed by the committee were well received.  The committee intends on pursuing an ILR20 workshop in 2009.

4.11 NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE -  Paul Osman

Paul Osman reported that the nominations committee work for the 2009 Annual Conference is done.  Nominations for the 2009-2010 Executive Board include: 

Stu Richter – Past Chair

Jeff Wickenkamp – Chair

Mike Cothard - Vice Chair

Loren Wobig – Treasurer

Lillian Prince – Secretary

All 2009 nominations are currently unopposed.

4.12 AWARDS COMMITTEE – Paul Osman

The Awards Committee work for the 2009 Annual Conference is done.  Awards Luncheon presentations are ready.

4.13 INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL – Rebecca Bicksler

As detailed in an e-mail memo to the Board prior to the meeting, Rebecca Bicksler recommended that IAFSM not pursue APA continuing education credits for planners at the upcoming IAFSM Annual Conference due to continued APA difficulties.  Rebecca Bicksler will draft a letter to APA concerning the difficulties encountered by IAFSM while attempting to secure continuing education credits for planners at IAFSM sponsored events.  

Rebecca Bicksler also developed a new layout on the IAFSM Display Board for the 2009 IAFSM Conference based on input from Board members.  Rebecca stated that IAFSM has been offered the opportunity to have the display board at an upcoming GIS conference in Champaign for an exhibitor cost of $200.  Kay Whitlock made a motion to participate as an exhibitor at the noted conference for $200 with Rebecca Bicksler in charge of the display board.  Mary Lou Kalsted seconded the motion and the motion passed.

4.14
YOUTH OUTREACH – Mark Hoskins

Mark Hoskins provided a summary of a potential Illinois Stormwater Project Grant Program to the Board for Review.  The Your Outreach Committee proposes Illinois based university stormwater project grants.  These grants would provide a systematic approach to fund stormwater or floodplain management related projects within certain Illinois university programs.  Mark Hoskins has initiated discussions about such a program with IIT, U of I and Northwestern Universities.  Results of the funded university projects ($3000 - $7000) would be presented by the students at the annual IAFSM conferences each year.  Interim project reports would be needed to be provided to the IAFSM Board throughout the year.  Kay Whitlock noted that such a program could be aimed at high school programs as well.  Rich Roths suggested such a program should also consider college programs other than engineering.

David Schein mentioned that IAFSM could also consider getting involved in Lego Robotics competitions as a potential youth outreach program.  David Schein will seek additional details about this program for the committee 

5.0   OLD BUSINESS 


5.1
Local Official Scholarships to 2009 ASFPM Conference


Paul Osman reported that FEMA is unable to fund this ASFPM conference scholarship program based on travel difficulties.  Discussion focused on IAFSM alone underwriting scholarships for local officials to attend the conference.  Jennifer Maercklein moved to approve up to $5000 for IAFSM to offer this scholarship program using the same rules used to justify the former FEMA funds.  Kay Whitlock seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

6.0   
NEW BUSINESS


6.1
Desk Reference Updates


Board discussion focused on the potential to hire Heather Lis to update and maintain the Desk Reference.  Stu Richter will explore the possibility further.

6.2 Foundation Support

Kay Whitlock moved for IAFSM to provide $2000 support funding to the ASFPM Foundation.  Sally McConkey seconded the motion and the motion passed.

6.3 2009 ASFPM Silent Auction

In honor of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday, Kay Whitlock moved to direct Loren Wobig and Paul Osman to prepare and deliver to the National Conference, an IAFSM sponsored ASFPM Silent Auction package composed of Abraham Lincoln items not to exceed $500 in cost.  Mike Cothard seconded the motion and the motion passed.

7.0   
RATIFICATION

Loren Wobig made the ratification motion and moved to ratify and affirm all delegated and authorized acts of the IAFSM Board of Officers, Chairs and staff for and on behalf of the Association.  Amanda Flegel seconded the motion and the motion carried.

8.0  
ADJOURNMENT

Loren Wobig moved to adjourn the meeting of the IAFSM Board.  Sarah Harbaugh seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 AM.

The next IAFSM Board meeting is scheduled for 10 AM on May 13, 2009 at the Grundy County Government Center in Morris, Illinois.

Respectively submitted,

Loren Wobig, P.E., CFM

IAFSM Board Secretary 

