Minutes of the IAFSM Board of Directors Meeting

 January 21, 2009
The January 2009 meeting of the Board of Directors for the Illinois Association for Floodplain and Stormwater Managers was held in Morris, Illinois at the Grundy County Government Center on January 21, 2009.  Those attending the meeting included:

Kerry Behr


Becca Bicksler 

Mike Cothard


Terry Reuss Fell

Amanda Flegel 

Erik Gil

Sarah Harbaugh

Mark Hoskins

Mary Lou Kalsted

Tom Kehoe


Jennifer Maercklein

Bob Murdock

Paul Osman


Stu Richter 


Jeff Wickenkamp (phone) Loren Wobig

1.0
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Stu Richter

1.1  
CORRESPONDENCE

Recent correspondence included:

1. 12-15-08: From Diane Calhoun, CFM, President Certification Board of Regents, ASFPM, Inc. for CFM accreditation renewal;

2. 12-31-08:Thank you letter from The Community Foundation for IAFSM contribution ($1000) to Gilbert White Memorial Fund;

3. Letter to Senator Durbin concerning floodplain mapping risk behind unaccredited levee systems.  (Paul Osman noted that ASFPM intends to use this letter as an example for other state chapters);

2.0  
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

Mark Hoskins moved to approve minutes as amended (spelling of Reuss) for the November 12, 2008 meeting.  Mike Cothard seconded the motion and the motion passed.

3.0  
OFFICER REPORTS

3.1  TREASURER’S REPORT – Mike Cothard

Mike Cothard presented the Treasure’s report that shows a current balance of $161,349.74 as of January 20, 2009.  Loren Wobig moved the Treasurer’s Report be approved, Erik Gil seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  Mike Cothard noted his intent to present the IAFSM Budget at the Annual Conference.  Mike Cothard also mentioned that the current IAFSM Membership Form does not show the correct membership dates.  Sarah Harbaugh will work with ASFPM and the Executive Committee to correct the form.

3.2  OTHER OFFICERS – Loren Wobig

Loren Wobig informed the Board of his intent to update the IAFSM web site and requested help finding new photos for the IAFSM web site.

4.0  COMMITTEE REPORTS

4.1  
CRS COMMITTEE – temporarily vacant

No report

4.2  
CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE – Matt Wahl

No report.

Stu Richter noted that Matt wants to coordinate all CFM exams through ASFPM.

No report was provided on a follow up with Heather Lis & Associates on final delivery of the CFM Transfer exam and study guide products.

New CFMs have been added to and deleted from, the IAFSM web site.

4.3  
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE – Kay Whitlock

No report.

4.4  
NEWLETTER – Jennifer Maercklein 
1. Winter newsletter completed and sent.  Thank you to everyone who provided content and support.  

2. Six members have submitted names for the newsletter.  These entries, together with name entries submitted by the Board, total 25.  Jennifer will narrow down the entries to 5 candidates to be placed on a ballot for voting at the Annual Conference in March.

3. Jennifer Maercklein is preparing a newsletter questionnaire for the 2009 Annual Conference folders.

4.5  
EDUCATION OUTREACH COMMITTEE – Amanda Flegel

Amanda Flegel reported that 80 people are registered to attend the Floodplain 101 and ICC workshop today in the Quad City area.

Paul Osman reported that IAFSM will be conducting 9 workshops with DCEO.

Bob Murdock suggested IAFSM pursue sponsoring a FEMA workshop on operating in a digital world – a course that is intended to help local officials deal with the transition to strictly digital NFIP maps.

4.6  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE - Jeff WickenKamp 
Jeff WickenKamp phoned in to the meeting to report that conference preparation was generally running smoothly.  All flyers and brochures have been posted on the IAFSM web site and sent out to the membership.  All meeting rooms in the I-Hotel are now available for IAFSM use during the duration of the conference.  Jeff Wickenkamp plans to visit the hotel soon to finalize room assignments for exhibitors and other conference activities.  The committee is seeking sponsors for this year’s conference.  Kerry Behr has volunteered to coordinate the door prizes at the same funding level ($700) as last year.  Crawford, Murphy and Tilly (CMT) has volunteered to produce signs for the conference but the I-Hotel has LED signs outside each room for the same purpose.  All screens and projectors will be provided in each room by the I-Hotel, but laptops may be needed.  Accordingly, presentations submitted to the committee ahead of the conference will be preloaded on the I-Hotel system for easy use.  Discussion focused on how to make conference presentations available to the IAFSM membership after the conference including web site and/or ftp site access.

Jeff Wickenkamp noted that half of the 90 rooms at the I-Hotel are already reserved.  The nearby Hilton Gardens Inn has an additional 40 rooms that are available at the conference rate of $119 per night.  Board discussion also focused on potential after hour activities.  Rebecca Bicksler agreed to look into visitor information that could be included in conference folders.  Sarah Harbaugh has set 4PM on Tuesday, March 10th as the time for the pre-conference folder stuffing “party.”

4.7  
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Erik Gil

Erik Gil reported that the Floodplain Management Committee successfully offered an Introduction to FEQ short course on November 18-21, 2008.  Erik Gil presented a draft budget for the course that showed an anticipated profit of $7,011.60 from course registrations once all payments have been received.  

4.8  
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Bob Murdock

Bob Murdock reported that the committee is coordinating with EPA for a 2-day NPDES class in 2009 using EPA funded instructors pending a notice of funding.  The committee is also developing a seminar on Estimating Costs for Stormwater Systems slated for September 2009.  Bob Murdock noted that the committee is currently open to other seminar workshops, especially those that might be well received in the Metro East St. Louis area.

4.9  
MITIGATION COMMITTEE – Terry Reuss Fell

Terry Reuss Fell reported that she intends to form a committee at the 2009 IAFSM conference to potentially develop two workshops (one in northern Illinois and one in southern Illinois) related to mitigation techniques for local officials.  This workshop could include related vendors and potential funding agencies.

4.10 WETLANDS COMMITTEE – Tom Kehoe

Tom Kehoe reported that the Corps of Engineers has released regional supplements to the 1987 Wetland Manual.  The Corps is offering seminars in February to provide guidance on the regional supplemental information.

4.11 NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE -  Paul Osman

Paul Osman reported that the nominations committee received only one nomination for the Secretary Office in response to the notice in placed in the IAFSM Winter Newsletter.  Based on Board discussion on the issue of nominations, nominations for the 2009-2010 Executive Board include: 

Stu Richter – Past Chair

Jeff Wickenkamp – Chair

Mike Cothard -  Vice Chair

Loren Wobig – Treasurer

Lillian Prince – Secretary

All 2009 nominations are currently unopposed.

4.12 AWARDS COMMITTEE – Paul Osman

The Awards Committee is being formed for 2009.  Paul Osman noted that certain committee responsibilities would need to be handled by others due to a scheduled work assignment in Australia shortly before the conference.  Paul Osman also reminded the Board of its decision to notify awards recipients in advance of the award presentation.

4.13 INTER-ORGANIZATIONAL – Rebecca Bicksler

Rebecca Bicksler reported that she was not able to submit an application to APA for continuing education credits for planners at the upcoming IAFSM Annual Conference due to continued APA web site difficulties.  Rebecca Bicksler will work towards seeking after-the-fact APA continuing education credits for planners for the upcoming 2009 IAFSM Annual Conference.  Rebecca Bicksler also reported that she has been updating inter organizational contacts. 

After Board discussion concerning the updating of the IAFSM Display Board, Rebecca Bicksler offered to develop a new layout on the display board for the 2009 IAFSM Conference based on input from other Board members.

4.14
YOUTH OUTREACH – Mark Hoskins

Mark Hoskins provided examples of other state (AZ, CO, MI) association web site scholarship pages to the Board.  Mark believes good web outreach is vital to developing a successful scholarship program.

Mark Hoskins also noted that “Rain Day” may still be a possible youth outreach activity in 2009.  However, Mark needs to check into whether or not “Rain Day” is owned by Manhardt, Inc.  Mark will continue to investigate some version of “Rain Day” in Conservation World at the 2009 Illinois State Fair. 

5.0   OLD BUSINESS 

5.1  
ASFPM Chapter Membership Dues

Amanda Flegel made a motion to have IAFSM remain a chapter of ASFPM.  Paul Osman seconded the motion and the motion passed.


5.2
Local Official Scholarships to 2009 ASFPM Conference



This item tabled until March 12, 2009 IAFSM Board Meeting.

6.0   
NEW BUSINESS


6.1
CRS Chair – Mary Lou Kalsted


Stu Richter presented the Board with justification for the appointment of Mary Lou Kalsted to Chair of the CRS committee.  The appointment was approved by the Board.

7.0   
RATIFICATION

Paul Osman made the ratification motion and moved for ratification of the IAFSM Board Actions.  Mike Cothard seconded the motion and the motion carried.

8.0  
ADJOURNMENT

Mike Cothard moved to adjourn the meeting of the IAFSM Board.  Sarah Harbaugh seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 PM.

The next IAFSM Board meeting is scheduled for 7:45 AM on March 12, 2009 at the I-Hotel in Champaign, Illinois as part of the 2009 IAFSM Annual Conference.

Respectively submitted,

Loren Wobig, P.E., CFM

IAFSM Board Secretary 

