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Watershed Management Ordinance 

Authority to develop WMO from enabling 

legislation

ÂPublic Act 93 -1049

ÂThe District can òprescribe by ordinance 

reasonable rules and regulations for 

floodplain and stormwater managementó

WMO Objective

ÂEstablish uniform, reasonable, and 

comprehensive countywide stormwater 

management regulations



WMO Stakeholder Involvement

ÂWatershed Planning Councils (WPC)

Â Membership consists of municipality 

Mayors/Presidents or their designee

Â District staff provided WMO status and 

addressed questions at WPC 

meetings since 2007

Â Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Â 11 Meetings over 2 year span

Â Public and Private Organization 

Advisory Committee (PPOAC)

Â 6 Meetings over 2 year span



WMO Development Process

ÂDraft WMO released on September 24,2009

ÂPublic review consisted of 6 Board of 

Commissioner Study Sessions aka Public 

Hearings 

ÂPublic Review concluded December 31, 

2009

ÂLetters Received

ÂMunicipalities (66 letters)

ÂPrivate Organizations (19 letters)

ÂPrivate Citizens (24 letters)

ÂUnsigned (415 letters)



Draft WMO Detention Standards

Current MWRD 

Regulations (SPO)

Draft 

WMO

Thresholds

5-Acre Nonresidential

10-Acre Residential

3-Acre Nonresidential

5-Acre Residential

Combined Sewer Areas Detention not required Detention required

Release Rate

3-Yr 

Undeveloped

0.15 cfs/acre

2-Yr Release Rate None

0.04 cfs/acre 

(Discharging to 

Waterways)

Rainfall Data

Technical Paper 40 

(1961)

100Yr, 24Hr = 6.00ó

ISWS Bulletin 70 (1989)

100Yr, 24Hr = 7.58ó

Detention Volume 

Methodology
Modified Rational Hydrograph




