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vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧ

What percent of Americans believe that they are 
prepared for a disaster?

16%

* TIME ñHow Disaster Ready are Weò  2006 



²Ƙȅ !ǊŜƴΩǘ ²Ŝ tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΚ

Å49% -.ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘ-risk area

Å44% -5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ

Å32% -5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ

Å27% -{ŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ

* TIME ñHow Disaster Ready are Weò  2006 

So, what state are some of these people in?



State of Denial

Before the flood
άL ŀƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ȊƻƴŜέ

άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΤ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƭƻƻŘΦέ

άL ƭƛǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜŜ ǎƻ L ŀƳ ǎŀŦŜέ

άaȅ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŦƭƻƻŘǎέ

After the flood
άL ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŀƛƭ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΦά

άaȅ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ

άLǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ млл ȅŜŀǊǎέ

ά¢ƘŜ ƭŜǾŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƭƻƻŘǎΦέ



ñItôs not going to flood here for another 100 years,ò 

Mr. Snider said, ñand I wonôt be around by then.ò 

-Omaha World Herald; May 15, 2007

State of Denial



One Year Lateré.

2008 Midwest Floods
Cedar Rapids Gazette:  August 11, 2008

ñé[the problem is] ]f you got through this flood 

without damage, you aren't thinking 

about flood insurance any more than you 

were six months ago..."



Illinois is a VERY Wet State!

Slide borrowed from Paul Osman, IL NFIP SC


